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B-3451 - B-3453 c.1845-1865 
11-17 W. Cross St./5 Kaufman's Ct. (South side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

11-17 W. Cross St. is a group of two pairs of two story plus attic, two 
bay wide brick houses with gable roofs. 11-13 W. Cross St. was built about 
1850 but 15-17 W. Cross St. was built in the early 1860's. The remainder of 
the block is now occupied by a modern filling station (to the east) and a one 
story, modern commercial structure (to the west). 5 Kaufman's Ct., reached 
from S. Charles St., is the only survivor of an original group of two and a half 
story, late Federal style brick houses built along this narrow alley in the 1840's 
by Joseph Kaufman, a butcher whose shop was located nearby on S. Charles St. The 
house is currently covered with formstone. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE • 

This small two and a half story brick house with gable roof and dormer 
windows is the sole survivor of a group of alley houses built on either side of 
Kaufman's Court and along the east side of Olive St. in the late 1840's. The 
house has been covered with formstone. 

The house is two and a half stories in height, 13 1/2' wide, and occupies 
a lot 38' deep. The house is two rooms deep and there are no rear additions. 
The house was probably constructed in running bond, but the facade has been 
covered with formstone. The steeply pitched gable roof is covered with tarpaper. 
There is a single roof dormer located on both the front and rear gable roofs. 
A single rectangular chimney is located along the east side of both front and 
rear gables. 

The original treatment of the window lintels and sills has been hidden by 
the formstone covering, though the lintels seem to have been flat and were 
probably flat wood. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung 
sash. There is a Mission-style oak door, but no transom area above. There is 
no basement. The entrance is reached by a single stone step. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1R/l/, •, Hrn BUILDER/ARCHITECT _ 
1844-1850 Joseph Kaufman 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is quite important as being the only surviving example of a row of 
such houses built by Kaufman along both sides of Kaufman's Court, to serve as 
inexpensive housing for the influx of often newly arrived immigrant families seeking 
work in harbor-related activities. The use of a typical Federal-style house plan 
and design at this late date is quite unusual. Generally, the least expensive form 
of working class housing built in this period was a simple two story, gable-roofed 
type of house, such as those houses along Patapsco St., north of Cross St. This type 
of house has a low-pitched gable roof and no dormer window. But the houses along 
mfman's Ct. followed the older style of building with a higher pitched gable roof 

and roof dormers. 

Kaufman retained the houses along Kaufman's Ct. as rental properties until 1866-67, 
when he sold them to individual owners. The first owner of this house was a Leonhart 
Appel, a laborer, who bought the house from Kaufman in 1867 for $400. 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber AM 347, Folio 96; Baltimore City Directory, 1870 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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5 Kaufman Court 
Block 0949 Lot 060 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3453 5 Kaufman's Court 
-M.E.H. 6/79 -
North elevation 


